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] RON SIMS
T ‘ INTRODUCED BY: BRUCE LAING

PROPOSED NO.: 86-66
MOTION NO. - 6461

A MOTION setting forth the historical basis for
"renaming” King County after the Reverend Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr., instead of William Rufus DeVane
King for whom King County is currently named.

WHEREAS, the County of King in the State of Washington
was named after William Rufus DeVaﬁe King by the Oregon
Territorial legislaturé in 1852, and

WHEREAS, William Rufus DeVane King was a slaveowner and
a 'gentle slave monger!' according to John Quincy Adams, and

WHEREAS, the citizens of King Coﬁnty belieye that the
ownership of another human bging is an injustice against
humanity, and

WHEREAS, William_Hqus.DeVane King earned income and
maintained his lifestyle by oppressing and exploiting other
human beings, and

WHEREAS, the citizens of King County éherish and uphold
the constitutional tenet of the 'unmitigated pursuit' of life,
liberty, and happiness for which many citizens of this country
have given'their lives as a supreme sacrifice to Qefend these
foundations of freedom, and

WHEREAS, the citizens of King County through their various
faiths upho%é the principle that all mankind was created equal,
and

WHEREAS, Revérend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. believed that
liberty, justice and freedom were the 'inalieﬁable riéhts’
of all men, women and children, and

WHEREAS; Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. was a
spiritual man who believed all people were created equal in the
éight of God, and

WHEREAS, Reverend‘Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. believed

in the dignity and self-worth of every individual, and sub-

8equently, gave his life defending his beliefs, and
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WHEREAS, Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. a recipient
- of the Nobel Prize became a national hero whose birthday has
been declared a national holiday by his nation's government
to be a day of peace, love and qnderstanding, and
WHEREAS, Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. through his
persistent and unfailing effofts prompted passage of the
Civil Rights Act of 1964, and the Voting Rights Act of 1965,
both of which have benefited all citizens of this nation, and
WHEREAS, Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King,-Jr} inspiﬁed
people and nations world-wide to strive in a non-violent
manner for the human rights, civil libertieq, and economic
guarantees‘rightfully due people of‘all races;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT MOVED by the Council of King County:
The King County- Council, hereby; sets forth the historical
basis for the "renaming" of King County in honorvof Reverend
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., a man whose cbntributions are
weil~documented and celebrated by millions throughout this
nation and the world, and embody the attributes for which-the
citize;s of King County can be proud, and claim as their own.
BE IT FURTHER MbVED,
King County shall be named aftervthe'Reverend Dr. Mértin

Luther King, Jr.

PASSED THIS 241 day of %b‘bMM/)/ , 1986.
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KING COUNTY COUNCIL
UNTY, WAHSINGTON

ATTEST:

Clerwfg? the Council




